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the truth shall make you free.” John 8:32. 


NOVEMBER-DECEMBER, 1990 


83rd CONVOCATION 
A REDISCOVERING! 


‘Rediscovering Our Church Of God In Christ 
Heritage’’ was the theme of the 83rd International 
Holy Convocation. Bishop Ford informed The 
Whole Truth he was dedicating the rediscovering 
of our COGIC roots to the children of our Church. 
He requested a photo of him and the Sunshine Band 
be placed on the front page of The Whole Truth. 
“Our children must know from where we have 
come if they are to know in which direction they 
must go,’ said the presiding officer. This was his 
first International Holy Convocation as presiding 
bishop and he placed his mark upon the event. The 
convocation has long been the focal point of COGIC 
togetherness and this year proved only to reinforce 
that position. 

For Bishop Ford the gathering of saints started 
on a somber note. He lost a grandson under tragic 
circumstances the prior Thursday to the opening 
of the meeting. The entire Ford family and the 
Saints everywhere were praying for his strength. 


Ui 


Mason Temple 


Bishop Ford enjoyed the Sunshine Band and Purity 
Band Hour. He truly loves the children. 


WES rats 


TO ALL PASTORS 


My Beloved Brethren: 


I employ this medium to express my deep appreciation to you for the tremen- 
dous support you gave this year to make our Holy Convocation one of the most 
memorable of our time. I am sure it will live in the minds of the saints as one of 
our finest hours. Without a doubt, I can say that your cooperation was key to the 
degree of success we enjoyed. 


Because of the compassion you displayed by contributing to the emergency ap- 
peal, we were able to assist many men and women who possibly had no other source 
for the emergency help they needed. I assure you, not only will you be remembered 


by the saints for your benevolence, more importantly, you will also be remembered 
by the Lord. 


I am asking that you will continue into 1991 with the same support you gave 
in 1990. We yet have much to do to fulfill the commission He has given for our 
Beloved Church, and I am depending on you to help bring these things to fruition. 

Lastly, as we approach the season that has been set apart to celebrate the birth 
of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, may you and your loved ones enjoy the 
warmth of a loving home. May the gleeful sounds of happy and healthy children, 
blessed peace and prosperity be yours today and in the ensuing year. 


Your Chief Servant, 


L.H. Ford 
Presiding Bishop t 


Opening Day found the saints standing in a 
revitalized and vastly different Mason Temple. 
Weeks in advance to the beginning of the convoca- 
tion, Bishop Ford and a steering committee coor- 
dinated the renovation. Bishop W.L. Porter was the 
onsite manager of all activities. New restroom 
facilities and a new entombment for Bishop C.H. 
Mason were showcased. Everything was clean and 
prepared for the saints. Afterwards the General 
Board greeted the convocation with some of the 
most memorable greetings and exhortations. 

Bishops Chandler D. Owens, C.L. Anderson, J.N. 
Haynes, J.D.Husband, OT. Jones, Jr., RA. Brooks, 
S.L. Green, Jr., C.E.Blake, Levi Willis, R.L.H. Win- 
bush and Leroy Anderson stood firmly in support 
and service during the convocation. 

The new Chief Apostle was presented by Bishop 
C.D. Owens. Bishop L.H. Ford stood before the 
saints and the 83rd International Holy Convocation 
as presiding officer. His remarks were the one’s the 
large crowd gathered to hear. To a standing and long 
ovation, he lifted his voice in blessed prayer. 

Bishop Ford’s remarks were historical in reflec- 
tion. He spoke of his years of service. He recogniz- 
. ed the workers and their contributions. Bishop 
spoke of his leadership style and aspirations for the 
Church at large. “‘People have it in their minds that 
I am carrying you back. But any Church that can- 
not remember its foundation and its roots, is not 
worthy, commented the bishop. He pledged to be 
first partaker of everything he suggests. He turn- 
ed his attention to the property owned by the 
Church and delineated his vision for the Church’s 
possessions. He then happily reviewed the changes 
made in Mason Temple. The installation of modern 
and sanitary toilet fixtures were necessary 
renovations. 

The preceding evening the convocation opened 
with the annual Pre-Musical. Dr. Mattie Clark and 
the International Music Department were ready 
and producing that same extraordinary music and 


Convocation...(continued on page 2) 


PEST EE OE LE EEE a) SY Ee eee RE PAS 


2ND NATIONAL 


HOLY GHOST CONFERENCE 
January 22-24, 1991 


Plan to attend the 2nd Annual Holy Ghost Conference in Little Rock, Arkan- 


sas. Bishop Louis Henry Ford and the General Board of Bishops are again in- 
viting those seeking spiritual renewal and that intellectual reinforcement about 
the theological doctrine of the Holy Spirit to attend. January 22-24, 1991, the 
conference will convene at the Robinson Center at Markham and Broadway 
Avenues. The theme for this meeting will be ‘Healing Ministries Of The Ho- 
ly Ghost.” 


For three days and nights, the blessings of God will be poured out upon the 


saint. Near by hotels stand ready to give first class accommodations at 
reasonable prices. The Holiday Inn City Center, Camelot Hotel are the con- 
ference hotels. Rates per day range from $47.00 to $65.00 daily. For informa- 
tion call (901) 578-3847 or 1-800-872-1369. 


Each saint should officially register as a delegate. There is a $50.00 registra- 


tion fee, which entitles the delegate to an I.D. Badge, Conference Workbook, 
Conference Program Schedules, etc. The fee does not go toward hotel 
accommodations. 


Don’t miss this one! Come hear and see the brightest and most thoroughly 


developed explanations on the Pentecostal experience. See J anuary Edition 
of The Whole Truth for complete subject and speaker information. 


_ After witnessing the 
past International Holy 
Convocation one must 
_confess that our church 
organization withstood 
the rigors and natural 
tension associated with 
the change of leader- 
ship. Last year, the late 
Bishop J.O. Patterson, 
Sr. presided over his last 
convocation; in which, 
he preached a noble 
pastoral message and left blessings upon the 
Church Of God In Christ. Upon his demise, the 
Lord God elevated another veteran ecclesiastic 
servant to provide the necessary leadership. Cer- 
tainly, for some the ascension of Bishop Ford to 
power was most welcomed. Others possibly 
hoped he would take the familiar trail of the 
previous administration and serve continuity 
through building upon another man’s dreams. 
Some thought he was too dynamic or possibly 
vehement in his attitudes to build the necessary 
bridges, thereby enabling all persons access to 
growth. There were even the envious ones who 
only had words of doubt and made noises that 
amounted to nothing. Through it all a faithful 
number were prayerfully awaiting the voice of 
the new leader, knowing full well that God would 
grant grace, wisdom and the means to him for 
our continued mission to the world. 

Well, I watched Bishop Ford this past convoca- 


CONV OCATION (continued from page 1) 


song. The Temple filled with musical talent from 
near and far. Certainly the Church Of God In Christ 
has some of the finest rising gospel talent 
anywhere. Of course, Dr. Clark was the focal point 
of the talent and singers from near and far unified 
their voices with her. 

Tuesday night the new worship format was unveil- 
ed. The committee scheduled a nightly Inspira- 
tional Message at 6:00 p.m. There was an Evening 
Worship Message and finally at 10:00 pm. a 
message titled ‘‘Pentecostal Preaching.’ Running 
on COGIC time made this order of worship a 
challenge. The first message was presented by 
Bishop Samuel Lowe, prelate of Tennessee Fifth 
Jurisdiction. The tall and powerfully built 
gentleman preached from St. Luke 9:57-62, and 
developed the idea ‘‘Membership or Movement.” 
His reflection challenged the believer to take 
seriously the commitment to work for Christ. The 
following speaker was Bishop T:T. Scott of Nor- 
thern Mississippi. This son of Mississippi was in- 
troduced by Bishop Charles Blake. Bishop Scott ap- 
pears to be that quiet and personable individual. 
However, when he opened his mouth to preach, his 
longevity and individual heritage in the Church 
showed. He preached a text from Hebrew 4:12-13 
from which the subject ‘“The Power of the Word of 
God”’ was lifted. He ably used both his biblical 
knowledge and his preaching skills to set the con- 
vention afire. It was later in the evening when the 
first 10:00 p.m. message, ‘“‘The Pentecostal 
Message” was delivered. Evangelist extraordinaire, 
Elder Earl Carter stood before the saints. Having 
listened to two well delivered messages, many saints 
were ready to go home. Elder Carter, who now 
resides in Florida, proved more than capable to the 
task. Genesis 26:18 was his text of choice and the 
subject of his message was ‘‘Re-Digging the Wells 
of Our Father’s.”’ Without question he fulfilled his 
task and filled the air with good news. In the classic 
Carter style he allowed the saints to know “‘It’s 
Alright Now!” 

The following day, Wednesday morning, Elder 
William Cahoon of New Jersey was the order of the 
day. Elder Cahoon is the treasurer of the Board of 
Trustees. Bishop C.L. Anderson introduced the 
most capable pastor who in turn had his wife sing 
a lovely solo. Elder Cahoon’s message was entitled 
““God’s Call To Holiness.’ His text was found in I 
Thessalonians 4:7 and it was thoroughly 
represented.. That evening Elder E.E. Savage, a 
scholarly and profound expositor presented a paper 
on our heritage in Pentecost. The noted Californian 
left a brilliant piece of scholarship for the listener 
to think about. He presented from Psalms 16:6 
‘“*Yea,I Have A Goodly Heritage,’ from which the 
theme ‘“‘We Must Be Faithful Stewards of the 
COGIC 
Heritage’’ was delivered. During the discourse he 
gave the historical fact surrounding the origin of the 
acronym COGIC. It seems in Washington, 
DC. in 1949 Elder Savage and Dr. Samuel 


Dr. David Hall 


_ Editorial 
tion and observed his leadership style. He is a man 
that will never be accused for dereliction of duty. 
He is in charge and left a clarion message in every 
quarter of the Church to support his authority. He 
is not given to vague weak expression, but creates 
the atmosphere where one must make commit- 
ment. As a personality and leader he arouses the 
consciousness of people and makes them increas- 
ingly aware of events and prevailing conditions sur- 
rounding the organization. Case in point is the 
renovation of Mason Temple’s restrooms, which 
truly fell below normal standards of modern 
building codes. Likewise, he made the convention 
and hotel industry of Memphis, and the news media 
understand change must come. It is clear that 
Bishop Ford makes his own agenda and improved 
relationship between the Church and Memphis’ 
money dealers can be realized by hearing him. Im- 
proved business dealings are a demand and not 
merely a hoped for wish. The powers that be know 
that Bishop Ford is a person who will pull 
the trigger, whereby creating action within the 
Church Of God In Christ. They realize his demands 
concerning the issues of expensive housing, free 
convention facilities and improved security will not 
be dropped. They know we saints are dissatisfied 
with the current state of affairs and better policies 
must be enacted. 

When I was in New Orleans at the last Pastors 
and Elders Conference, Bishop Ford called me 
aside and said, ‘“‘Bro. Hall, the Lord has a great 
blessing for you because of your work and com- 
mitment.’ Of course I was honored that the leader 


Nesbitt worked it out. The Evening Worship was 
very tightly packed. Mason Temple was nearly fill- 
ed to overflow as Bishop Felton King of Arizona 
stood before the people. It was his opportunity and 
he used the time well. The bishop preached the sub- 
ject “‘A Great Invitation” and developed his thought 
from Matthew 11:28-30. When he finished the Tem- 
ple was set aflame. Following the powerful presen- 
tation of Bishop King was Bishop William H. Bon- 
ner, prelate of Illinois Sixth Jurisdiction. Again he 
faced the challenge of the late night message. He 
took matters into his own hands by leading the con- 
gregation in the singing of “‘Amazing Grace.’ He 
happily announced that he waited 45 years to 
preach in a Holy Convocation. His text was selected 
from Matthew 26:38-39, and delivered on the sub- 
ject ‘It Is God’s Will That We Go A Little Further.’ 
The bishop’s message was deliberate, powerful and 
totally a Pentecostal sermon. He richly blessed the 
saints. 

Thursday morning the saints filled Mason Tem- 
ple beyond capacity. It felt warm and the very air 
carried a feeling of expectant glory. The preacher 
for the hour was a son of the Church, Elder Cor- 
nelius Range. Before the gentleman took his seat, 
he had unquestionably preached the message of the 
convocation. Known for his victorious testimony 
and his scholarly prowess, Elder Range left it on 
record that he is a preacher of the first order. He 
selected a subject used during the Pennsylvania 
Commonwealth’s Convocation. His subject, 
“Preaching and Reaching—Reaching A Generation 
That Knows Not God,’ was developed from a 
Judges 2:6-8, 10-13 text. Where does one begin to 
explain how the Elder Range thoroughly blessed 
the saints? One significant sermon point was that 
a powerless and ignorant generation is poorly equip- 
ped to do the will of God. Elder Range was mighti- 
ly used of God and certainly blessed the entire con- 
gregation, while noting that a vigorous re- 
examination of our commitmentto holiness is ever 
necessary. 

The evening session was addressed by Elder 
Walter Shannon of Mississippi Northern Jurisdic- 
tion. This pastor has recently built a new edifice in 
Olive Branch, Mississippi, which by today’s stan- 
dards, is second to none. He related the opportuni- 
ty to preach in The Holy Convocation as an oppor- 
tunity of a lifetime. His message was taken from I 
John 2:3-6 and his subject was ‘‘Walk As He Walk- 
ed.’ Elder Charles Stevenson of Louisiana First 
Jurisdiction preached the late night message. He 
lifted up Matthew 5:13 and preached ‘‘The Salt of 
the Earth.’ The tall and dynamic proclaimer of 
righteousness reenforced the need for genuine 
quality in the lives of sanctified people, as we are 
the salt of the earth. 

Women’s Day was very significant. Our Sainted 
Mother Mattie McGlothen presided over the day 
long activity. It was a day not only for women, but 
for all who love the Lord. The Ladies have a way 

of doing things well and the morning service was 
enjoyable and spiritual. Mother McGlothen did not 


of our great Church even noticed my efforts. In 
that regard I thought he is a presiding officer, 
because recognition and evaluation of talent, 
resources and personnel must be done at every 
level. CH. Mason, OT. Jones, Sr.,A.B. McEwen, 
Sr. and J.O. Patterson, Sr. all appreciated the gifts 
and talents of committed individuals. I further 
noticed his style of leadership. Make no mistake, 
he is different from Bishop Patterson and the 
others. Time proved to me that Bishop Ford is 
in charge, shaping his own agenda and pro- 
ceeding to carry it out with deliberate speed. I 
likewise got the feel for his humane touch dur- 
ing the Holy Convocation as we sat together dur- 
ing the Sunshine Band and Purity hours. Dr. 
Lytra Howard and Mother Barbara Whitehead 
respectively had hundreds of children on the pro- 
gram. Bishop Ford asked me to arrange a series 
of photo opportunities with some children. The 
saints kept coming and we spent the next hour 
taking pictures with the children. The Bishop 
loves children and wanted them to know and 
touch him. He truly desires to leave something 
tangible for the coming generation, and that 
something is a noteworthy series of both natural 
and spiritual accomplishments. 

As editor of The Whole Truth and person em- 
powered to cover the life and times of the Church 
Of God In Christ, I’m sure this period will be one 
of great dynamics and positive reinforcement. 
Certainly, Bishop Ford will lead us in spiritual 
and organizational maturation. 


bring a long message, but offered well seasoned 
words on the heritage of sanctified women. That 
evening Evangelist Missionary Winifred Morris 
delivered the message. She and her husband, Elder 
Ernest Morris conduct a highly successful team 
ministry and have a very progressive urban ministry 
in Philadelphia. She read John 17:21 and Acts 
9:36-42 as text material. Her message was one of 
instruction, powerful presentation and relevance. 
She hit a theme ans ering the world’s problems by 
living out biblical principles. Chief among the prin- 
ciples was ‘“‘Unity.”’ 

Saturday night Bishop J.N. Haynes, General 
Board member and prelate of Texas Northeast 
Jurisdiction brought the message. His subject was 
developed from Acts 1:8 and reflected the general 
convocation theme. Within the frame of his develop- 
ment he raised the question, ““‘What Do You Have 
That God Did Not Give To You?”’ The bishop did 
all Texans proud and demonstrated gospel 
preaching as a major tool for making people sen- 
sitive to appreciating God’s blessings. 

Sunday Night, after the rousing success of 
Founder’s Day, was anchored by Bishop D.A. Bur- 
ton’s preaching. The stately bishop asked for a pray- 
ing church and went forward and delivered a great 
message. He lifted up an insightful and powerful 
message of encouragement. After his message, one 
shoul have been convinced about our COGIC 
heritage and God’s salvation. 

The next day, Monday, was normally reserved for 
the splendor of high and holy communion service. 
Bishop Ford was impressed of the Lord to go 
another direction. The speaker of the hour was yet 
prepared to deal with the change in agenda. Bishop 
LeRoy Anderson, General Board of Bishops 
member and prelate of Western New York stood 
behind the pulpit. The service preceding his 
message was an old fashioned Holy Ghost praise 
and prayer oriented worship. The setting was ripe 
for a great message. He chose his text from 
Hebrews 10:12 and declared ‘““The World’s Need 
For A Blood Transfusion.’ 


First Assistant Owens, Presiding Bishop Ford and Se- 
cond Assistant C.L. Anderson listen to scripture read. 


The 83rd Holy Convocation 
will go down in the annals of 
history as one of the most 
spiritual and meaningful conven- 
tions in recent memory. One ma- 
jor departure from previous con- 
vocations was the long standing 
Official Day was changed into a 
Founder’s Day. It was desired by 
the Presiding Bishop Ford that 
Founder’s Day be the center 
piece of high worship and 
remembrance of the pioneers 
who preceded us. People like 
Bishops C.H. Mason, O/T. Jones, 
Sr., A.B.McEwen, Mothers Liz- 
zie Robinson, Coffee and Bailey, 
etc. should not be forgotten by 
present day saints. In a program- 
atic sense, that day’s finance 
would be shared between the 
Church and the presiding officer. 
Traditionally, the presiding of- 
ficer received the total revenues 
from that day. As a result of Bishop Ford’s desires, 
the International Church benefitted greatly from his 
liberality. 

The day itself was graced with an overflowing 
crowd of saints from the world over. The saints stood 
as the long columns of bishops and general officials 
filed into the worship area. The J.O. Patterson Or- 
chestra provided classic and sacred music. The 
founders of the Church Of God In Christ could har- 
dily imagine the Church would be so large and in- 
fluential. As the saints of the Church prayed collec- 
tively as one, it was wonderful to recognize the ma- 
jesty of the event. Here were 25,000 plus saints 
praising the Lord in spirit. All hearts and minds were 
unified in expectation of the finest ever Founder’s 
Day and Bishop L.H. Ford’s first official 
convocation. 

One must again exalt the contribution of Dr. Mat- 
tie Clark and the C.H. Mason Memorial Choir. Their 
musical presentation set the tone and atmosphere of 
the service. During the service gospel recording ar- 
tist DeLeon Richards sang, while Sister Vernon 
Oliver Price performed the sermonic solo, “‘Only 
What You Do For Christ.’ She was powerful and 
finished setting the moment for gospel preaching. 

First Assistant Presiding Bishop C.D. Owens stood 
and presented the presiding officer as, ‘‘an 
humanitarian, one who loves the Lord, one coming 
from the lowest rung of the ladder, and now is our 
leader.’ Bishop Louis Henry stepped forward to a 
standing ovation and acknowledged the warmth and 
love emanating from the saints. After a brief in- 
troduction of his family and graciously honoring the 
families of C.H.Mason and J.O. Patterson, Sr., the 


bishop began his official 
address. 

He commented, ““Today is a 
day of sadness and joy.’ Surely, 
the bishop was allowing all peo- 
ple to know the level of sensibili- 
ty he felt toward his awesome 
assignment. He is the Presiding 
Bishop and leader of our over 3 
million people worldwide. His 
message stated his belief and 
commitment to the foundations 
and spiritual fiber of the 
Church. The bishop surprised 
the entire body when he an- 
nounced how God told him not 
to conduct communion on Mon- 
day. There would be no more 
Holy Communion until General 
Assembly is cancelled following 
that holy service. He did 
stipulate that this was not a final 
and lasting decision on the 
status of the convocations Holy 
Communion Service. Throughout the message, 
Bishop Ford was proclaiming his tenure would be 
one of spiritual development. He encouraged the 
saints to earnestly contend the faith that was once 
delivered to the saints. Bishop declared his leader- 
ship as one called of God and properly and organiza- 
tionally sealed. He stated that Founder’s Day from 
hence forth will benefit the Church and Church pro- 
jects. This led directly into the promise he made to 
Bishop C.H. Mason. His course of leadership is the 
fulfillment of his promise. With great conviction in 
his speech, he proclaimed God healed and restored 
him of cancer. Certainly this was Bishop Ford’s 
finest hour. 

Of course, Bishop Ford is a gentleman of deep 
social conscience, therefore in his preaching he cited 
the need of our Church to constructively, and with 
all militancy seek to save the lost humanity of our 
cities. He thundered, “‘Do you know what you have? 

. With one hand touch—in the name of Jesus, 
bodies will be healed and cleansed of drugs.’ He 
challenged the Church Of God In Christ to go back 
home contending for the faith, while making full use 
of the gospel witness. 

In latter stages of this message Bishop Ford began 
to minister to the massive crowd. He cried out for 
God to pour out his spirit upon the saints. It seem- 
ed the Lord complied an sent forth a great spiritual 
anointing. A praise and rejoicing broke out ali over 
the building. Finally the altar was filled with people 
seeking more of God’s blessings. God was healing, 
restoring and saving. The Founder’s Day was a day 
that any pioneer would have recognized as the 
authentic event. Surely the Lord was there! 
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CHAIRMAN BY ACCLAMATION 


November 12, 1990 the General Assembly 
gathered for the annual meeting which follows the 
Holy Convocation. Dr. Frank Ellis was prepared for 
the normally long and involved process of electing 
a chairman for the General Assembly. As the Lord 
had it, the potential election was not needed. Basical- 
ly as a result of Dr. Ellis’ leadership, candor, and 
direction of the General Assembly, the delegates 
were spared the speeches and maneuvers which ac- 
company the electoral process. When time for the 
nominations came, the Elder Talbot Swan stood and 
asked the house to vote by acclamation on the can- 
didacy of Dr. Ellis. The response was a thunderous 
approval. 

By acclamation Dr. Ellis was elected to his first full 
four year term as chairman. The vote was approved 
with a great applause. The General Board of 
Bishops, Board of Bishops, Supervisors and general 
delegates of the assembly celebrated the election. In 
appreciation, the newly re-elected chairman thank- 
ed the house and pledged more industrious and hard 
work on behalf of the Church. There were the 
mutual and very cordial congratulations for the 
respective quarters of power. 

Following the chairman’s election Bishop C.L. 
Sexton was elected to another term as vice chair- 
man. He too was the recipient of much accolade for 
his previous work. He has accrued a valiant record 
during | his tenure under two chairmen. 


‘POST CONVOCATION NEWS 


Presiding Bishop Ford summoned the Memphis 
area news media to the downtown headquarters for 
a post convocation news conference. Radio, televi- 
sion and print media attended and sat in the General 
Board chambers to record what Bishop Ford had to 
report. In support of the presiding officer, was the 
entire General Board, Board of Trustees and other 
national officers. 

Bishop Ford made various request of the city 
establishment and particularly to the representatives 
of the Mayor’s office. Bishop stated the saints love 
for Memphis, as the city of choice for our next In- 
ternational Holy convocation. He did urge the mayor 
to increase the police protection during the meeting. 
Police records indicate nearly forty automobiles were 
stolen from our delegates during the week of the con- 
vocation. He demanded the city business interest 
realize the value of the saints contribution to Mem- 
phis. He asked that Memphis be as competitive and 
appreciative of our convocation as other cities. He 
asked that Cook Convention Center be given free of 
charge during convocation. The reporters present 
asked if other cities were prepared to give the 
Church free use of a massive auditorium. The 
answer was a resounding YES! The Church annually 
pays $9,500 for Cook Convention Center and 
$20,000 for additional security and convention 
services. 


Gee Duckett fe Kennein Wialan 
answer the Presiding Bishop’s many questions. 


Many City officials were on hand to comment on 
the Bishop’s request. Mr. Cary C. Woods, Executive 
Director of Memphis Housing Authority stated 
along with Rev. Kenneth T. Whalum, Jr., Executive 
Director of the Memphis Housing Authority Board 
of Directors that everything would be done to give 
aid and direction to the vision of Presiding Bishop 
Ford’s. Mr. Greg Duckett of the Mayor’s Office 
spoke to the issue, but refrained from making a 
strong commitment. 

The Whole Truth Editor, Dr. David Hall raised the 
question of how the politics would affect the requests 
made by Bishop Ford. The Cook Center’s board is 
supposedly autonomous. The Church officials are 
yet trying to find the empowered person who makes 
the final decision. The bottom line as the Presiding 
Bishop announced, was keeping the convention in 
Memphis. It was made clear that mutual respect was 
a vital and necessary item likewise. 


During the 83rd International Holy Convocation the compassionate and strong heart beat of the Church was 
witnessed. In the person of Bishop Ford the humanitarian expression for one less fortunate person was the order 
of the day. In the above picture, Bishop Ford, members of the General Board of Bishops, and other general Church 
officers gathered to present Mrs. Magnolia Golden a needed check. Mrs. Golden is a longtime employee of the 
COGIC and a recent amputee. Due to the lack of adequate finance and insurance, Mrs. Golden could not pur- 
chase the needed prosthesis. 

Her temporary prosthesis was being worn beyond its allotted time. The permanent prosthesis cost $2,721. 
Bishop Ford and the General Board of Bishops were moved to provide the necessary money. Mrs. Golden’s years 
of devoted service to the Church spoke in a clarion fashion. Bishop Ford wanted to immediately help Mrs. Golden 
beyond this difficult period of loss. ‘‘Losing a limb is traumatic circumstance enough without financial short- 
falls to worry about,’ stated the Elder A.Z. Hall. 

After the presentation Mrs. Golden cried and expressed her love and appreciation for the Church and the good 
Lord. 

During the Holy Convocation the general seminar class session, and the Pastors and Elders class raised in 
excess of $26,000 for assistance of the saints. One tragic situation the saints applied a measure of Love was the 
suffering of the Nelson Family of Houston, Texas. Pastor Nelson and family were involved in a severe auto acci- 
dent enroute to the Holy Convocation. Fortunately, the Lord spared the lives of the saints. Still, the Nelsons are 
hospitalized in very serious condition. The presiding officer also indicated a token was to be sent to aid that family 
in this time of need. Others will likewise be recipient of financial help for like emergencies. 


INSPIRATIONAL TALK 
“AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST” 


WE ARE AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST. WE HAVE 
BEEN AUTHORIZED TO REPRESENT AND PRE- 
SENT THE GOSPEL FOR JESUS CHRIST. WE HAVE 
BEEN AUTHORIZED TO SPEAK ON HIS BEHALF, 
TO ENTREAT IN HIS NAME, TO CONSTRAIN MEN 
AND WOMEN EVERYWHERE TO ACCEPT THE 
GOSPEL OF RECONCILIATION. 


IF WE LIVE, WE’LL SUFFER REJECTION, AS DID 
JESUS. HE CAME UNTO HIS OWN, AND HIS OWN 
RECEIVED HIM NOT, BUT, AS MANY AS RECEIV- 
ED HIM, TO THEM GAVE HE POWER TO BECOME 
THE SONS OF GOD. 


WE’LL BE DENIED, BUT WE’RE NOT ALONE. 
BETRAYED, AS WAS JESUS, BUT NOT ALONE. 
THE WORLD DOES NOT KNOW WHO JESUS IS. HE’LL NEVER LEAVE YOU, NOR 


THEY HAVE NO SPIRITUAL EAR TO HEAR HIS 
WORD. SO WE HAVE BEEN CHOSEN BY THE LORD, 
OUT OF THE WORLD, TO LIFT HIM UP THAT THE 
WORLD MIGHT BE SAVED. 


TO DO THIS, WE CERTAINLY MUST KNOW WHO 
HE IS. HE IS NOT JOHN THE BAPTIST, NOT ELIAS, 
NOT JEREMIAH, NOR ONE OF THE PROPHETS. HE 
IS THE CHRIST, THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD. 


WE MUST KNOW HIM, NOT ONLY IN THE GOOD 
TIMES, IN THE BLESSINGS, BUT WE MUST KNOW 
HIM IN SUFFERING. JESUS SAID TO PILATE JUST 
BEFORE HIS CRUCIFIXION: TO THIS END I WAS 
BORN, AND FOR THIS CAUSE CAME I INTO THE 
WORLD. 
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FORSAKE YOU. AND THERE IS ONE THING 
ABOUT SUFFERING JESUS. IF YOU SUFFER WITH 
HIM, YOU SHALL ALSO REIGN WITH HIM. 


HE NEEDS AMBASSADORS TO LIFT UP HIS 
NAME. HE SAID, IF I BE LIFTED UP FROM THE 
EARTH, ?LL DRAW ALL MEN UNTO ME. 


LISTEN, I’M TALKING TO JESUS NOW. YOU CAN 
COUNT ON ME. WHILE I LIVE, I'LL BE A 
WITNESS, YES I WILL! 


Evangelist Rosa L. Monroe 
Bibleway COGIC 
Cincinnati, OH 
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The Charles Harrison Mason Foundation 
presented its chairman, General Board of Bishops 
Member, Bishop Phillip Aquilla Brooks their 
Distinguished Service Award. As 1990 recipient, he 
was cited for his long devoted service and leadership 
for nearly twenty years. Bishop Brooks has served 
both Church and community, while distinguishing 
himself as a cut above. He is known across Michigan 
and several parts of the country as a television per- 
sonality and effective witness for Christ. 

The following is the tribute dedicated to him dur- 
ing the celebration. Certainly, The Whole Truth and 
the entire Church Of God In Christ is pleased to give 
him an accolade for his most excellent service. 

THE TRIBUTE 

Dedicated to the belief that service is found in its 
tenderest form when he walks with others through 
the rough and rugged roads of life, Bishop P.A. 
Brooks has spent his life as Jesus did, saving and ser- 
ving others. For nearly two decades this devoted ser- 
vant has been one of the major driving forces behind 
the Charles Harrison Mason Foundation, the 
organization in the Church Of God In Christ estab- 
lished to help deserving people in their educational 
pursuits. The formative and struggling years spent 
establishing the C.H. Mason Foundation were suc- 
cessful largely because of the efforts and leadership 
style of Bishop Brooks as Chairman of the Board of 
Directors. His motto for the Board has been “‘where 
there are no struggles there will be no progress.’ 

Bishop Brooks has been an active, working and 
serving chairman. He has not just occupied a seat, 
but has been a motivator for the others who have 
served with him as Board members. His numerous 
Christian graces have enabled the Board of Direc- 
tors to work harmoniously together performing their 
roles responsibly and efficiently. He has shown a 
passionate commitment to this ministry and has 
seemingly been called to be a challenger, an enabler, 
a life giver, a poet of life, a music-maker, a dreamer 
of dreams and a leader in the educational philan- 
thropic endeavors of the Church Of God In Christ. 
The members of the Board of Directors of the C.H. 
Mason Foundation take this opportunity to salute 
our chairman for eighteen years of unselfish, 
dedicated and distinguished service. 


KIMALA ROSS 
C.H. MASON SCHOLARSHIP 
WINNER 


The Annual James Oglethorpe Patterson Benefit 
Dinner for the C.H. Mason Scholarship Fund was 
conducted on Saturday, November 10, 1990. The 
beautiful Hotel Peabody Memphis Ballroom was the 
site. Hundreds of saints gathered at a cost of $100.00 
per plate for the social event of the year. The at- 
tendees were entertained by some of our churches 
best and brightest students. Those assembled were 
youth of vast talents waiting to compete for large 
cash awards. Over the years, thousands of dollars for 
higher and advanced education have been awarded 
to our deserving students. 

Bishop L.H. Ford and the C.H. Mason Foundation 
Board of Directors planned a gala event. Executive 
Director, Elder OT. Massey and Fine Arts Director 
Mrs. Sara Jordan Powell were smiling brightly. After 
the judges listened to all the talented students the 
task of selecting the winner was to be done. First 
Place was awarded to Sister Kimala Ross. The very 
attractive and darling songstress performed an aria. 
She is a Music-Voice Education major at Texas 
Southern University. She is a member at Woodard 
Cathedral/Williams Temple COGIC in Houston, 
Texas. Bishop Robert Woodard is Kimala’s pastor 
and prelate. There were no losers among the par- 
ticipants, and their competition was loving and 
spiritual throughout. The participants and their 
awards are listed as follows: 


1st Place Kimala Ross $2,000 
2nd Place _— Francois Dewberry $1,500 
3rd Place Tammy Cockerham $1,300 
4th Place D’Shawna Dupree $1,200 
5th Place Waynell Henson $1,100 
6th Place Keith Ford $1,000 


13TH ANNUAL HOLY CONVOCATION 
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It is a high privilege and pleasure of the 
Jurisdictional Secretary to officially an- 
nounce, on behalf of Bishop Moody and 
staff the successful assembly of the 13th 
Annual Holy Convocation of our Church Of 
God In Christ, Federal Republic of Ger- 
many Jurisdiction, August 1 - 5, 1990. It is 
said by many that this was the greatest con- 
vocation in our significant history. As 
always, it is with great anticipation that the 
saints look forward to fellowship with saints 
from all over West Germany. However, at 
this meeting it was a more exciting occasion 
and an exceptionally glorious convening of 
the saints, and unusual blessingd for the 
Lord’s people. 

Our distinguished guests were the First 
Assistant Presiding Bishop of the Church 
Of God In Christ, Bishop C.D. Owens and 
General Board Member, Bishop P.A. 
Brooks. Both of these great men of God 
spoke extemporaneously and lifted the saints 
spiritually. Bishop Owens left a song that is new to 
the saints of Germany. ‘“Whose Side Are You Lean- 
ing On?,’ and this song is being heard throughout 
Germany. Not only were the saints blessed with the 
preaching and teaching of a new song, but the 
pastors and elders were blessed by the special ses- 
sions developed and taught by some of the leading 
men of our Church. 

Germany is a frontier that is ready for evangelism. 
Great spiritual saints such as Bishop C.L. Moody 
and Bishop Ithiel C. Clemmons have been in- 
strumental in preparing the young saints stationed 
in the FRG for a pioneering crusade. At present our 
presiding prelate, Bishop C.L. Moody is blessed by 
God to have the vision to lead God’s people on this 
pilgrimage. God has brought us together for such a 
time as this. We thank God for Bishop Moody. 

Opening night of the meeting was accented with 
a presentation made by our children. The Cradle 
Role, Sunshine Band and Puritans. Mother Pamela 
Hawkins, Assistant Jurisdictional Supervisor of the 
Federal Republic of Germany introduced the 
speaker of the evening. Mother Angela Shoates 
Jurisdictional Supervisor was a brilliant presenter. 
Bishop P.A. Brooks and Bishop C.D. Owens spoke 
to full houses Thursday and Friday, respectively. 
Saturday the Annual Dinner to benefit youthful 
scholars was conducted. 

Bishop Moody’s Benefit Dinner has served to pro- 
mote the success of some of Germany’s churches 
most talented and skilled youth. Each year hundreds 
of formal and semi-formally dressed saints join the 
Bishop in presenting the students with awards to 


ST. ANDREW TEMPLE 
COGIC To Build 
ST. ANDREW MANOR 


in Matteson, Illinois 


St. Andrew Temple Church Of God In Christ of 
Harvey, Illinois has received a reservation from the 
United States Department of Housing and Urban 
Developments Chicago office to build a 56 unit 
senior citizen housing complex in Matteson, Illinois. 
St. Andrew COGIC is the oldest COGIC in Harvey 
and the third oldest in the state. 

Its present leadership purchased 24 acres of land 
at Interstate 57 and Lincoln Highway in the north- 
east corner of Matteson, Illinois. The church plans 
to build a new edifice on the site along with the new- 
ly approved senior housing project. The name of the 
senior housing is St. Andrew Manor. Ground break- 
ing is planned for Autumn of 1991. The leadership 
of the church praises God for the vision of its pastor, 
trustees, and congregation who have followed the vi- 
sion of its pastor, as he followed the lead of the Lord. 

The leadership of St. Andrew thanks God for 

Bishop L.H. Ford, the prelate of the First Jurisdic- 
tion of Illinois and International Presiding Bishop of 
the Church Of God In Christ, Inc. We thank Bishop 
Ford for ordaining Elder Samuel E. DeBose in 1975 
and appointing him our pastor at St. Andrew in 
November 1980. The leadership would also like to 
thank Bishop P.A. Brooks of Detroit, Michigan for 
helping us with information. 

Members of the St. Andrew Manor Non-Profit 
Housing Corporation Board of Directors are Albert 
W. Watson, James M. Hudson, Marsha A. Bond, W. 
Melvin Green and Pastor S.E. DeBose. We ask that 
you continue to pray for our leadership team as we 
go forward. 


help them attend America’s top colleges and univer- 
sities. This year 475 people attended the dinner. God 
bless Chaplain Roberts, President of the Education 
Program; her assistant Evangelist Scott; and staff for 
making it possible to assure our best even better 
education. 

The Guest Speaker for the Benefit Dinner was one 
of Bishop Moody’s Son’s. He stated that he was 
shocked when he received the invitation from 
Chaplain Roberts; however, Brother Moody had 
surely recovered from the shock, he truly delivered 
a splendid address to the packed house. His remarks 
covered young saints success in the business 
world—you must put God first. 

Saturday night Elder Paul Watson, Senior Ad- 
ministrative Assistant Federal Republic of Germany 
Jurisdiction was the speaker. 


Sunday Morning Official Day 

Sunday, August 6, 1990, the Maritim Hotel Con- 
vention Hall was full and over flowing by 9:00 a.m. 
It was the Official Day for the 13th Annual Holy 
Convocation for West Germany Jurisdiction and that 
meant Bishop C.L. Moody, Sr. would speak to the 
people of God. All week the worship services were 
excellent and the preached word was powerful and 
filled with meaning. Just the presence of Bishop 
Owens, First Presiding Bishop and Bishop Brooks, 
General Board Member, was an inspiration to the 
saints. It seemed that every individual speaker gave 
his/her self to study and offered themselves as tools 
in the hand of God. 

After the Sunday School session, the auditorium 
was filled to capacity and beyond. As they sat 


prayerfully anticipating the worship, the 
C.H. Mason Orchestra accompanied by 
Carlis Moody, Jr., played spiritual tunes. 
Finally, the Executive Board entered the 
room accompanying Bishop Moody follow- 
ed by the Council of Pastors/Elders. Here 
was the Pastor of Pastors and leaders of 74 
churches in the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many Jurisdiction. At that time for those in 
attendance, nothing but enjoying the wor- 
ship and hearing the bishop preach meant 
anything. 

Elder Paul L. Watson, Administrative 
Assistant of the West Germany Jurisdiction 
Church Of God In Christ, presented Bishop 
C.L. Moody. Bishop Moody stood and walk- 
ed to his pulpit and offered a sincere prayer. 
He acknowledged all the dignitaries and 
proceeded to talk with the saints. With 
delight he opened with one of his favorite 
quotations, “‘I am still praising God that He 
has brought us together for such a time as this.’ If 
we are to cross the modern day Jordan and reach the 
Promise Land, we must hold together in the bond 
of brotherly love. 

Bishop’s message consisted of a few well chosen 
remarks. He placed great emphasis on the condition 
of the present day Church in regards to conformity 
to the world. Bishop Moody cautioned women 
against excess in makeup and fashion. He reflected 
that ministers should dress, conduct themselves and 
speak as clergy. The laity was encouraged not to 
conform but rather be transformed from the world. 
Bishop kept emphasizing the need for authentic 
holiness. 

In conclusion, Bishop Moody opened the altar im- 
mediately with people seeking salvation, healing, 
baptism and a good old blessing. God answered the 
prayers of the righteous and blessed the household 
of the faithful. 

Communion Service was conducted by Elder 
Robert Hawkins. The insuring communion was 
beautiful and memorable. Bishop ordained the new- 
ly appointed ministers and appointed new leaders. 
Many of our high leaders in West Germany will 
make a permanent change of Station and leave their 
positions open; therefore, Bishop Moody had to 
make new appointments. It was a splendid day and 
certainly one of renewal. 

My sincere thanks to the Vice President of our 
Church, the great Bishop C.D. Owens, and General 
Board Member, Bishop P.A. Brooks, for taking time 
from their busy schedules and visiting the Great 
West Germany Jurisdiction. 
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HOUSE FOR RENT 


I had a house to rent one day 

And I cleaned it up right well; 

I was hoping that one of a “Godly sort 
Would take my place to dwell. 


The curtains I took down and washed; 
The windows, too, were bright; 

For when the tenant moved in my house 
You could clearly see Hts light. 


I mowed the lawn, and trimmed the hedge, 

On the walls I put fresh paint; 

With my house all clean—inside and out— 

Folks would know who lived in my house—a saint. 


The furnishings in my house were few: 

A chair of repentance was first thru the gate, 
There was a table of love, with a cloth of faith, 
Then I sat down to wait. 


My sign was out: “A House for Rent.” 

I'd done all that I could do. 

But it grieved my heart when I thought of all the dirt 
My house had been subject to. 


But now it had been cleaned (and I kept it so) 
Not knowing when my tenant would come. 
Others had places to rent (I had heard), 

But I wanted MY house His home. 


So I prayed, and fasted, and studied The Word 
While waiting for my tenant to show. 

Just when He would come, I could not say, 

But the gift of His Spirit He'd bestow. 

He inspected my house, room by room, when He came, 
Searched every cranny and nook. 

I passed His inspection, thank God I can say, 

For He moved in, gave my house a new look. 


Oh, my hands looked new, my feet did, too! 

I rejoiced! My life’s not the same! 

What a change was wrought when my tenant moved tn: 
How I praise His Holy name! 


By now I’m sure you know who my tenant 1s; 
And the “house for Rent” was my life. 

My joy knows no bounds since Jesus moved in, 
Putting an end to turmoil and strife. 


No more am I alien, I’m a child of The King; 

I was one of the sinners He'd sought. 

But, instead of just “renting my house” for a while, 
With His blood the whole house He has bought. 


Jo Laine B. Hunter 

WHITLOCK MEMORIAL COGIC 
Detroit, MI 

3/14/82 
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1970—Oklahoma City, OK 


41ST WOMEN’S 
CONVENTION 


The idea of a Women’s International Convention 
was conceived by Dr. Lillian B. Coffey in 1950 at the 
Holy Convocation in Memphis, Tenn. She presented 
her plans to Bishop C.H. Mason, who accepted them 
and granted her request. 

It was in 1951 that the first women’s convention 
was held in Los Angeles, California, hosted by 
Bishop $.M. Crouch and Mother L.O. Hale. 

Nearly one hundred women from across the 
United States boarded the first Coffey special with 
$10,000 in a paperbag to attend that first convention. 
This convention has become one of the church’s best 
organized, best attended and most beneficial Leader- 
ship and Mission-Oriented conventions. The conven- 
tion returns to California approximately every five 
years, its state of origin. Delegates from all over the 
world are registered and housed through the 
Women’s Department Memphis Office. They are 
referred to as Red Card delegates. 

The purpose of the convention is World 
Evangelism. It’s aim is to promote Better Homes, 
Better Schools, Better Communities and a Better 
World. Special emphasis is placed on Missions and 
the outreach projects of the church. 

In 1990, addition to its regular contributions, the 
women’s convention will focus on the newborn 
center and substance abused children. 

The attendance grows each year. The initial year’s 
registration numbered 100 delegates to the present 
Red card delegation totalling several thousand, in- 
cluding women, men and children. Truly this con- 
vention is a family affair. 


TRAVELOGUE OF PAST CONVENTIONS: 
1951—Los Angeles, CA 1971—Detroit, MI 
1952—New York City, NY | 1972—New Orleans, LA 
1953—Miami, FL 1973—Cleveland, OH 
1954—Chicago, IL 1974—San Antonio, TX 
1955—Boston, MA 1975—San Francisco, CA 
1956—Los Angeles, CA 1976—Atlanta, GA 
1957—Detroit, MI 1977—Miami Beach, FL 
1958—Seattle, WA 1978—Houston, TX 
1959—Philadelphia, PA 1979—Chicago, IL 
1960—Kansas City, KS 1980—Los Angeles, CA 
1961—Oakland, CA 1981—Fort Worth, TX 
1962—Washington, D.C. 1982—Detroit, MI 
1963—Chicago, IL 1983—New Orleans, LA 
1964—Albany, NY 1984—Atlanta, GA 
1965—Oklahoma City, OK  1985—Washington, DC. 
1966—Los Angeles, CA 1986—Long Beach, CA 
1967—Denver, CO 1987—Kansas City, KS 
1968—Miami, FL 1988—Miami Beach, FL 
1969—Dallas, TX 1989—Portland, OR 
1990—Cincinnati, OH 
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Pentecostal Temple Church Of God In Christ, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, under the leadership of 
Superintendent Roy E. Davis, hosted a revival con- 
ducted by the eminent “‘Church Doctor’’, Elder 
Cleophas Hall on October 15th through the 20th. 

Elder Hall hails from Indianapolis, Indiana, where 
he serves as pastor to the congregation of Faith 
Church Of God In Christ. He is a member of the Na- 
tional Church Registration Committee, and the 
former State Youth President of the Indiana Jurisdic- 
tion of the Church Of God In Christ. He is also 
founder of the Christian Juveniles Rehabilitation 
Program, “Faith In Juveniles.’ Elder Hall has travel- 
ed abroad and has received invitations to the White 
House. According to Jurisdictional Bishop FD. 
Lawson, Jr., Elder Hall has a ministry for all 
people—laity and clergy. 

The theme set for the revival was The Family, the 
home, and the church, depicting the duties of the 
Husband, the wife and the children,, noting that if 
the Family is operated according to the Bible outline, 
then the church would function properly. 

Each night of the revival was filled with excite- 
ment, anticipation, conviction, blessings and a 
thirsting for God’s Word! 

Many local churches as well as out of town guests 
were in attendance during this revival. We were 
honored with the presence of our Jurisdictional 
Bishop F-D. Lawson, Jr., along with several members 
of his congregation who drove 200 miles to hear 
what God had to say through this great evangelist. 

The pastor of Victory COGIC, Elder Finch closed 
out his services for the week and instructed his con- 
gregation to go and hear this man of God! Other 
pastors, superintendents, and clergy from other 
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SEATED—Dr. Lillian Brooks Coffey, 
organizer and first president of the Women’s 
International Convention. Standing left to 
right: Dr. Anne L. Bailey, second president, 
Arena C. Mallory, president of Saints Jr. 
College Dr. Mattie McGlothen, president of 
Women’s Convention and Carnie Cantrell 
Supervisor of Illinots. 


41ST 


WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 
MAY 21st-MAY 26th, 1991 


RICHMOND, 
VIRGINIA 
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denominations also attended. 

Some of the highlights came from the message 
“Drunk (Not On Wine). Elder Hall exhorted the 
saints not to be “drunk,” but to be sober. Noting that 
drunk is anything that may sever or hinder our rela- 
tionship with God. What a convicting message. 

On Wednesday night, which Dr. Hall called Family 
Night, he preached a heart rending message ‘Cries 
From Hell” convicted 32 souls to come to the altar. 
With tearful eyes, many youth, backsliders, and new 
converts were blessed, saved and reclaimed! As one 
backslider testified, ‘‘I heard of the meeting and I 
came to be healed, but when I got here (the revival) 
and heard the Word of God, I thought it’s better that 
my soul be saved,’ and she was reclaimed. God is 
a wonder working God! 

The day services were equal in anointing and 
power. Elder Hall is blessed with the special gift of 
scripture recall and that gift through the Holy Ghost 
unfolded the scriptures as he articulated the Word 
of God with great wisdom. 

On the final night Elder Hall laid hands upon the 
people of God and imported to them the gift and the 
anointing. 

When God sends a revival the fruits remain. We 
are happy and pleased to say that faithfulness in at- 
tendance, in tithes, and a new commitment to God 
is on the increase at Pentecostal Temple in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. God is to be praised for the vision that 
Pastor R.E. Davis has, and for his sending for the 
“Church Doctor’ whose medicine did our souls well! 


‘Submitted by 


Evelyn Spotwood, 
Network of Unity Publisher 


THE COFFEY SPECIAL 

The Lillian Brooks Coffey Special train 
arrives at the first convention. 

L.A. California, 1951 


Below: 
Mother McGlothen, Mother Crouch, 
Mother Rivers at the Cinc’y Convention. 


COLLECT 
THE 
CAPS 


In an effort to provide outerwear accessories 
to the homeless and needy individuals in the 
community, the ministers’ wives of Pentecostal 
Temple Institutional COGIC will conduct their 
second annual “Collect the Caps”. 

Donations of caps, gloves, and socks will be 
accepted through Thursday, December 20th. 
Last year the ministry collected over 200 items 
and this year Collect the Caps plans to do even 
more with contributions planned for the Mem- 
phis Union Mission, Memphis Day Shelter and 
MIFA. The ministry also is co-sponsoring the 
Deaconess of the Childrens Church to provide 
items for the needy children of the community. 

If you are interested in making a contribution 
to this project please contact Sis Jessie Wood- 
son at (901) 527-9202 or Sis Freda Gardner. 


RALPH NATHANIEL ELLIS, 
Sr., was born on August 21, 
1902, in Concord, North 
Carolina, the oldest of 12 
children, to Samuel Ellis and 
Hattie Spears Ellis. He receiv- 
ed his education and lived in 
Concord until the age of 17 
years; worked as a coal miner 
for two years in Mayhem, West Virginia; and then 
lived in Charleston, West Virginia and Cincinnati, 
Ohio for short periods. In the fall of 1922, Ralph and 
a friend began a journey to New Orleans, to find 
work. However, his friend wanted to stop in Mem- 
phis, Tennessee to see his mother, who belonged to 
Bishop C.H. Mason’s church, the Holy Convocation 
was in session, and Bishop Mason was preaching 
from I Thessalonians 4:3, St. John 17:17, St. Mat- 
thew 1:21, and St. Mark 16:15. Those scriptures, 
the message and the messenger, arrested young 
Ellis. His friend went on to New Orleans, but Ralph 
remained in Memphis. 

Because he had been raised in the Church of God, 
and trained to be faithful in attending church, 
brother Ellis attended the South Wellington Church 
every Sunday. However, he did not become commit- 
ted to God until he was diagnosed with a terminal 
illness. On November 27, 1925, during a session of 
the 18th National Holy Convocation, brother Ellis 
made this prayer and commitment to God: “If you 
will heal me, I’ll live for you the balance of my 
days!’’ God saved him and healed him that night, 
and on the very next night, he was baptized and fill- 
ed with the Holy Ghost, speaking in tongues as the 
Spirit gave the utterance. Then, the following 
March he was baptized in the water by Bishop 
Mason. Brother Ellis acknowledged his call to the 
Ministry 4 years later, and in 1933, was ordained 
as Elder by Bishop Mason. 

BEATRICE RICKS was attending Dad Mason’s 
church at that time, and she and RALPH ELLIS 


Bishop E.D. Robinson was born in Slidell, Loui- 
Siana where he grew up. He received the Lord at 
the age of 19 and began preaching at the age of 20. 
The Lord called him to pastor at the age of 24. 

He met and married Sedonia Gaines and to this 
union was born three daughters. Sedonia passed 
away in 1970, and in later years he married Alice 
Grace Maddox and they enjoyed many years 
together. 

Bishop Robinson pastored many churches in 
Louisiana before coming to Pasadena, California in 
1946. 

While pastoring in Pasadena, California he built 
a church on Lincoln Avenue where he pastored for 
forty years. His work also extended into foreign 
missions. 


291 Hernando Street ¢ PO. Box 2017 
Memphis, Tennessee 38101 


OBITUARY 
RALPH NATHANIEL ELLIS, SR. 


fell in love. On November 24, 1927, Bishop Mason 
united the two in Holy Matrimony, and God bless- 
ed this union with eight children: Ralph Nathaniel, 
Jr., Delores Katie, Beatrice Almyrtle, James Clyde, 
Clarence Milton, Joy O’Neil, Fay Winifred and 
Prince Ricks. 

After several “incidents” and other ‘‘difficulties”’ 
caused by his refusal to be content with, or sur- 
render to, the extremeracism in Memphis, Elder 
Ellis migrated to New York in 1936, and then sent 
for his family the following spring. The Late Elder 
LaSalle Winston and his wife, Sister Mattie 
Winston, took Elder Ellis, and the three of them 
started the “‘Merrick Park’’ Church Of God In 
Christ. Elder Ellis served faithfully under Elder 
Winston as Sunday School Superintendent for the 
North and South Shore Districts. Then, from 1945 
to 1948, he evangelized full time, from coast to 
coast, north to south,with Elder James Eugene 
Baynard. Miracles, signs and wonders were 
wrought at the hands of these two servants of God, 
and many souls were brought into the Kingdom. 

In 1948, the Lord called Elder Ellis to Riverhead, 
Long Island, where this dedicated servant of God 
became the ‘‘Apostle to the downtrodden and the 
under-class’’. He preached in migrant camps, the 
duck farms, the street, and wherever ‘‘any door”’ 
was opened. By 1952, with the help of Elder Daniel 
Hatcher and his family, land was acquired, and the 
edifice for the Riverhead Church Of God In Christ 
was completed and paid in full. (This church is now 
called Galilee Church Of God In Christ, and is still 
located at 8701 d Quogue Road.) Father Ellis retired 
from Pastoring in 1975, and joined the Goodwill 
Church Of God In Christ, pastored by his son-in-law, 
Elder John L. Butler, where he continued steadfast 
in the ministry, and served faithfully, until his death. 
His wife, Beatrice Ricks Ellis, preceded him in 
death on April 2, 1971. 

From 1922 until his death, Father Ellis missed 
only one National Holy Convocation in Memphis, 
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Tennessee. He indeed loved and supported the 
Church Of God In Christ. But his message and 
ministry were not confined nor restricted. Except 
during the period when the Lord had him to 
establish and pastor the church in Riverhead, he 
was the “epitome”’ of the traveling evangelist, who 
has completely ‘‘sold-out” to God. He preached and 
ministered “‘in the wherever’, without monetary 
charge or price, throughout these United States: 
from Maine to California and from Florida to 
Washington State; and even the uttermost parts of 
the world — including Haiti, Panama, Bahamas, 
Kenya, Canada and Europe. Until his death, and 
even during his terminal illness, he witnessed, 
taught and preached, never compromising the 
Gospel. 

After being sick for approximately two months, 
Father Ellis returned to Bellevue Hospital in New 
York City on May 13,1990, and went to be with the 
Lord on June 3, 1990, at 9:30a.m. 

He leaves to mourn, seven devoted children: 
Ralph, Jr., Delores Johnson, Beatrice Walker, 
James, Clarence, Joy Walker and Fay Butler; one 
daughter-in-law, Susan Ellis, three sons-in-law, 
Deacon William Johnson, Rev. William Walker and 
Rev. John Butler; seven sisters, Rose Ellis of Con- 
cord, North Carolina; Warren Duckett and Sadie 
Baker of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Hattie Har- 
ris and Blanche Cobb of Norfolk, Virginia; Mary 
Coble and Marie Jackson of Patterson, New Jersey; 
one brother, Clyde Ellis of Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania; several brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law; 
24 grandchildren; 15 great-grandchildren; the . 
Goodwill Church Family; and a host of other 
relatives, friends and members of the Body of 
Christ. 

Rev./Elder RALPH NATHANIEL ELLIS, Sr., 
indeed kept his vow to serve God the balance of his 
days, and we know that ‘““When The Saints Go 
Marching In’’, he will be marching with them. 


He leaves to mourn his passing, his darling wife, 
Mrs. Alice Grace Robinson, his three daughters, 
Margie Moseley, Naomi Austin and Maria Autry, 
all of California. His survivors also include 15 
grandchildren; and eight great grandchildren; and 
a host of many relative and friends. 

Many souls were saved under his ministry here, 
many things could be said, God has it all on record, 
that is the main issue. A year later we yet remember 
his life. 


Remembered by his beloved wife! 


Evangelist Alice G. Robinson 


